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“Success in life
has nothing to do
with what you
gain 1n life or
accomplish for
yourself. It’s
what you do for
others.”

— Danny Thomas
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Habitat for Humanity helps make
another famlly S dream come true

The only thing missing
from Barbara Rasmussen’s
early Christmas gift Satur-
day was a bright, red bow.

The single mother of three
girls welcomed nearly 50
people into a house built for
her and her daughters on
Wallace Hill Road through
the Champlain Valley Habi-
tat for Humanity. It officially
becomes hers Friday when
she and the girls move into
the new three-bedroom
dwelling. One of the first
things Rasmussen said
she’ll do is put up a Chrisumas tree.

“Right there,” she said without hesitation,
pointing to the front living-room window.
“It's going up next weekend.”

Having a place to put the tree is a comfort-
ing feeling for the mom who shares a small
two-bedroom apartment in Peru with her
three daughters, ages 6. 8 and 13. The Habi-
tat house more than dcubles the size of her
living space.

“The point of Habitat for Humanity is to
replace a substandard home for a family with
asimple, decent home,” said Pat Cleveland,
president of the Champlain Valley Habitat
for Humanity. “It gives the family a history
of heritage, a reasonable mortgage payment
and allows them to give back to the commu-
nity.”

It’s not a “give-me” program, Cleveland
said.

“She (Rasmussen) had to put 250 hours of
sweat equity into the project. Up to 50 hours
can be by family and friends. They put in
almost a couple hundred; Barbara put in more
than 200 hours. It gives Habitat families a
feeling of ownership when they're working
on their own home.”

After an initial rejection because of credit
concerns, Rasmussen’s application was ap-
proved by Habitat’s family selection com-
mittee and construction began on the prop-

erty last June, on Rasmussen’s birthday. The
cute, white house sits next to two other Habi-
tat homes on Wallace Hill and there is space
on the right for a fourth.

“We purchased the property for four
homes,”Cleveland said. “After the fourth is
built, we'll look for property elsewhere.”

“We make no profit,” Cleveland said. In
order to make houses, however, the organi-
zation relies on volunteers and donations -
monetary and materials. *'We're always look-
ing for more donations of time, money and
materials. We couldn’t do what we do with-
out them,” Cleveland said.

Rasmussen echoed his sentiments during
an emotional speech at the open-house gath-
ering.

“It’s been a journey I’ll never forget, my
family will never forget. I can’t thank every
one of you enough,” she said with voice
cracking.

As is the custom with Habitat projects,
Rasmussen was presented with a wood
puzzle, the pieces representing the hours of
equity she put into the project. When the
puzzle is completed, so is the client’s respon-
sibility. She was also presented with a new
family B ble for the household.

Later she said she was happy to be where
she is today.
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